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Labeled:  “Vincenzo Panormo fecit Londres 1783”  
Below this label, handwritten on the wood of the back:  
“Fecit George Craske 1847, Repaired by T. Edmondson, Blackburn, Lancs. 1970.” 
 
Handwritten on the wood of the 
front under the fingerboard:  
“George Craske, Fecit 1847” 
 

Repairs:  Many repairs have 
been performed on this violin over 
its lifetime and these have 
recently been re-done or improved 
on.  There are many repaired 
cracks in the front and the centre 
joint has been strengthened with 
cleats.  There are patches in the front at the sound post and under the cracks at the lower eyes of the 
sound holes.  The end blocks and bass bar have been replaced.  The sides were broken in nine places 
and are now strongly repaired.  The button of the back is original, but was cracked and is now repaired 
with a patch and fitted with an ebony crown.  The peg holes have been bushed and the pegs re-fit.  The 
neck was lengthened by a few millimeters to modern standards and re-set.  A large amount of badly 
discoloured old re-touching was removed from the varnish and improved upon. 
 
Condition:  This violin is in very good condition after an extensive restoration and a new setup in 
our shop.  All work is unconditionally guaranteed.  It retains the evidence of age, playing and many 
old repairs. 
 
Comments:  This is a quite large violin with strong, slightly flat arching and produces a warm dark 
sound which is rich in character.  It is in George Craske’s personal style with broad uneven margins 
and a robust character.  The neck is original and slightly narrow at the nut. 
 
There is extensive wear to the varnish from playing and much of the dark red-brown varnish has been 
worn off the front, though the back and neck show more original varnish.  Overall it is a violin with a 
beautiful aged look and many legitimate marks from numerous players. 
 
The character of the carving is typical of George Craske’s work as is his the choice of a one piece 
back.  While much of the original interior work on Craske’s instruments was a bit carelessly done 
most of the elements which are important to tone are properly conceived.  The sound of this violin is 
much admired and one can see why so many Craskes have been sold as Italian violins.  Whether it was 
an attempt to deceive or a sense of modesty which lead George Craske to hide his signature under the 
fingerboard rather than put it on a label may be a subject of some debate, 
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- From “Universal Dictionary of Violin and Bow Makers” by William Henley 
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A violin by George Craske, labeled:  “Vincenzo Panormo fecit Londres 1783”  
Below this label, handwritten on the wood of the back:  
“Fecit George Craske 1847, Repaired by T. Edmondson, Blackburn, Lancs. 1970.” 
 

On the wood of the front under the fingerboard is written:  
“George Craske Fecit 1847” 
 

Description:  This violin has a one-piece maple back showing medium figure running horizontally 
across the back.  The sides are of similar material while the head and neck are plainer.  The front is of 
two pieces of spruce showing medium irregular grain.  The fittings are of rosewood with an ebony 
fingerboard.  The varnish is of a dark red-brown colour over a dark yellow ground and is in fair 
condition with extensive wear and re-touching, especially to the front and sides.  There are numerous 
repaired cracks to the front, especially around the sound holes, under the fingerboard and near the 
saddle.  There is a patch in the front at the sound post as well as patches to the cracks at the lower eyes 
of the sound holes.  There are nine repaired cracks in the sides which have all been reinforced.  The 
end-blocks have been replaced as well as the bass bar.  The neck has been lengthened to modern 
standards at the heel and raised slightly.  The button of the back has been repaired with a patch and 
fitted with an ebony crown.  The peg holes have been bushed and the pegs refit. 
 

Back measurements: 
Length: 362mm.       Upper bout: 167mm.       Middle bout: 115mm.       Lower bout:  205mm. 
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