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Labeled:  ñMade by John Smith, Dec. 9, 1938, 617 Furby St. Winnipeg, Late of Glasgow & Falkirk, Scotlandò Also 

hand numbered: 170 

Also branded:  ñJn. SMITHò below the button of the back. 
 

Repairs:  The upper bass side corner has been repaired and a new setup done in our shop. 

 

Condition:   This instrument is in very good condition having been played very little since 1950. 

 

Comments:  John Smith is an important figure in the history of violin making in western Canada.  

During his time in Winnipeg he was widely regarded as the best maker and repairer in the region and 

supplied symphony players and fiddlers alike.  The wood of his instruments is always excellent, 

usually with one piece backs.  It is our belief that he generally did not make the scrolls for his 

instruments during his Canadian period, preferring to order high quality ones from his wholesale 

suppliers.  This violin from 1938 is still the property of the original owner.  He has given us the 

history of this instrument from the time his mother bought it for him in a music store in Medicine Hat, 

Alberta c. 1943. 

 

       
          - From: ñUniversal Dictionary of Violin and Bow Makersò by William Henley 
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A violin by John Smith, labeled:   ñMade by                       Dec. 9, 1938 

         John   Smith 
           617 Furby St Winnipeg 

                 Late of Glasgow & Falkirk, Scotland�°      Also hand numbered: 170 
Also branded:  ñJn. SMITHò below the button of the back. 

 

Description:  This violin has a one-piece maple back showing beautiful medium flame 

descending slightly from the bass to treble.  The sides and neck are of similar material.  The front 

is of two pieces of spruce showing medium grain, becoming slightly broader towards the edges.  

The fittings are ebony.  The varnish is of an orange/brown colour over a yellow ground with 

minor re-touching.  A small crack at the lower eye of the treble sound hole and another at the 

upper base side corner of the front have been repaired.  There are no other visible repairs. 
 

Back measurements: 
Length: 359mm.       Upper bout: 171mm.       Middle bout: 117mm.       Lower bout: 209mm. 
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