
 

 A Canadian violin by John Smith,  
 Winnipeg, 1936 

 

Catalogue Number: RKT-0375                 $6,500 

 

Labeled:  “Made by John Smith, Feb. 25 1936, 617 Furby St Winnipeg,  Late of Glasgow & Falkirk, Scotland” 
Also hand numbered: 167 

Also branded:  “Jn. SMITH” below the button of the back. 
 

Repairs:  There are small repaired cracks in the sides and at the lower eye of the treble sound 
hole.  These repairs were performed before the instrument came to us.  There has been some re-
touching of the varnish, especially on the front which is well done. 
 

Condition:  This instrument is in good condition, with some wear from playing. 
 

Comments:  John Smith is an important figure in the history of violin making in western 
Canada.  During his time in Winnipeg he was widely regarded as the best maker and repairer in 
the region.  His instruments were often seen in the newly established symphonies of the Prairie 
Provinces and offered for sale in a number of music shops.  The wood of his instruments is 
always excellent, usually with one piece backs.  It is our belief that he generally did not make 
scrolls during his Canadian period, preferring to order high quality ones from his wholesale 
suppliers.  They are usually quite beautiful, as William Henley has commented.  John Smith was 
over 76 when this violin was made and it shows some evidence of this.  Details of workmanship 
such as sound holes and edges are not so fine, but still it is a handsome dark instrument. 

 

                     
         - From: “Universal Dictionary of Violin and Bow Makers” by William Henley 
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A violin by John Smith, labeled:       “Made by                       Feb. 25, 1936 

      John   Smith 
      617 Furby St Winnipeg 
             Late of Glasgow & Falkirk, Scotland”    Also hand numbered: 167 

And branded:  “Jn. SMITH” below the button of the back. 
 
Description:  This violin has a one-piece maple back showing beautiful medium flame 
descending slightly from the bass to treble.  The sides and neck are of similar material.  The front 
is of two pieces of spruce showing medium grain, becoming slightly broader towards the edges.  
The fittings are of ebony and the tailpiece is of composite material.  The varnish is of a dark 
brown over a yellow ground with wear and scratches and re-touching.  There are small repaired 
cracks in the sides and at the lower eye of the treble sound hole. 
 
Back measurements: 
Length: 358mm.       Upper bout: 162 mm.       Middle bout: 114 mm.       Lower bout: 206mm. 
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